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Introduction
The essay “Of Insects” convey a tightly reasoned and felicitously expressed intellectual engagement of Edward Jonathan as he studied the spider, speculated about its behaviours and meaning. In seventeenth century, most scholarly writings were specifically focused more on all kinds of natural phenomenon. Just like other scholars of the time, Edward Jonathan at an early age committed most of his time observing insects specifically spiders and tried to formulate a theory that could explain their behaviours. 
Natural science had a great influence as can be seen in the language and concepts in which Jonathan framed his essay “Of Insects.” The essay not only expresses his keen observation and scientific accuracy, but also illustrates some literary significance which he illustrates prowess in which he wrote the essay.  
Historical Context
Edward Jonathan was born at a time when the study of the natural world was taking its pivotal turn and in particular after the rise of Isaac Newton. During this era, everything was blooming with the need for people to study, chronicle, and categorize the material world. To put this in perspective, the study of the natural world was in the rise and many scholars concentrated on writing a “scheme of things” as an introduction to knowledge and a “repository” for ideas derived from their observations. This is to mean that language was an imperative factor of consideration. At the age of eleven, Edward decided to report his observations in detail and, then, put forward a theory that later rendered itself into a philosophical meaning. 
Seventeenth century is an era marked by lots of rapid changes that included political, economic, as well as notable changes in things people studied. During the era, literature witnessed unprecedented development that continued later through the eighteenth century. According to Rechniewski (2010), the era presented a range of written work that was produced as prose and until today is considered intellectual. 
Samuel Johnson coined the phrase “metaphysical poets” to describe authors who used poetic style to document their observations on the natural world (Clark, 2014). While Edward Jonathan is not considered a metaphysical poet, he precisely used symbolic language to describe his observation on spider behaviours and also a unique style that was not entirely different from styles used by other authors of the time to convey their specific messages to the readers. Nevertheless, reading through the essay, one could easily notice how his style of writing compare to other pieces of work which were produced on a wide range of subjects during the era. The piece of work is descriptive, but it also uses elements such as diction, tone, persona, and so on which were commonly used by other authors in the seventeenth century. 
Most authors were seen as synonymous with the later more or less anti-religious with a deistic understanding of the natural world. This is to say that they believed that there was a God, but his involvement in the natural world was relatively uncertain. Unlike such authors, Edward used his knowledge to describe the mysteries and wonders of God by using metaphors to describe how God is involved in everything that happens in the natural world. His own style of writing seems to have owed a moral tone promoted at the time of the Puritanism. In fact, he seems to have been an excellent literary scholar who knew how to pay attention to details. 
He portrays spider’s behaviours in much detail hence expressing his admiration towards the Creator as he clearly tried to demonstrate God’s wisdom in the contrivance of such an insect. The writing reflect a natural phenomenon as well as a theological genre of his time also known as “physico-theology”. The overall intention of writing the essay was perhaps to contribute to scientific thought and also to demonstrate God’s infinite power in the world.  
Biographical Information
Jonathan Edwards was born into a preacher’s family; he was a son of two generations of Protestant ministers. This is to mean that even at a tender age he was aware of what was really happening in the world. His aspirations might have been inspired by his parents and the people he associated with around the home and in the church. During this time, natural science broke through and the church’s power had started to decrease. Using the essay, it can easily be concluded that Edward lived during a time when natural phenomenon was taking over the reasoning put in place by the church over the existence of the natural world. This is to mean that while the word of God was in his blood, he spent part of his life working on natural phenomenon. 
His grandfather and father perhaps presented him with two different visions of religious boundaries and that of scientific phenomenon. His grandfather, Solomon Stoddard, was famous for his theological flexibility while his father, Timothy Edwards, was a rigorous preacher whose psychological effect on Jonathan was perhaps less liberating. According to Ola Winslow, who was Jonathan’s biographer, Timothy Edward really helped his son discover his potential (Edwards, 1714). Perhaps, then, along with the more traditional virtues of theological rectitude, at home Jonathan learned the values of melodrama. These are some of the things that prepared him in the new journey of his authorship. 
Synopsis
The whole meaning and significance of the essay can never be fully appreciated or justly assessed without reference to its genre. The essay “Of Insects” is about how spiders make and float on their webs. In the beginning on the poem, the author moves quickly to describe the spider as one of the most wonderful insects. 
Jonathan moves quickly from “all insects” to spiders, then to several types of spiders some of which he categorizes as those that live in grass and on trees. Following this, Jonathan proceeds by expanding briefly on gossamer and then exemplifies the phenomenon in a brief narrative. The web could possibly be a metaphor on how spiders trap themselves on a web they can only detach. In the narrative, the author included some personal views as well as descriptive material that provide a clearer picture of what he was trying to talk about. 
Throughout the essay, Jonathan uses the element of imagery, an element which is both accurate and evocative. In the following paragraph, he used the element to convey his feelings about the spider and how they float on their webs.  
 “And what is still more wonderful, I know I have several times seen, in a very calm and serene day at that time of year, standing behind some opaque body that shall just hide the disk of the sun and keep off his dazzling rays from my eye, multitudes of little shining webs and glistening strings of a great length, and at such a height as (that one would think they were tacked to the sky by one end, were it not that they were moving and floating. And there often appears at the end of these webs a spider floating and sailing in the air with them, which I have plainly discerned in those webs that were nearer to my eye….(Edward, 1714)” 
With the description, Jonathan was able to develop some sort of an imagination that was beyond what he was trying to describe. This way, he was able to compel the reader to visualize and understand what he was really trying to say. Also, Jonathan used the element of imagery to convey tone and attitude of his character toward the given subject. The given passage allows the reader to understand the complex ways in which Jonathan viewed the natural world in which the spiders live. 
On the other hand, Jonathan help the reader feel the wonder stirred by the element of persona. He integrated a natural phenomenon and scrutinized the objective or rather facts of the object he was trying to describe. Furthermore, the element of persona within the essay has a functional purpose in the rhetoric of the genre as it validates Jonathan’s descriptive statements for those readers who might be sceptical. All the elements used in the essay forms an integral part of the best natural-philosophy prose of the seventeenth century. 
Edwards through adjectives like “pretty” and “pleasing”, as well as other personalized adjectival phrases such as “one would think they were tacked to the sky (Edward, 1714)”, establishes the element of persona in the essay. The ways in which he uses the words to describe the spider not only creates a scientific revelation, but also an emotional climax realized when reading the passages.  
Personal Response
The essay is very interesting to study. Its tone is less formal, the persona is more involved, its intention and corollaries are more bold and synthetic. The prose and style which Jonathan uses is charming as it clearly articulates various elements of writing that are deemed appropriate for a good piece of literature. Syntax are tightly knitted together hence providing some kind of rhythmic sentences. For Jonathan, it appears rhythm formation came naturally as he demonstrates a lot of expertise in how he structures the sentences. The sentences are well-balanced; they are not long or even too short. When an author writes in long sentences or too short sentences, then, the piece of work might be stilted and become boring for the reader. 
The ways in which he uses the phrase “I have seen” in the passage provided below tend to bring forward the element of juxtaposition that perhaps complement what he was trying to say about the “multitudes of little shining webs” at the middle of the long sentence. 
“And what is still more wonderful, I know I have several times seen, in a very calm and serene day at that time of year, standing behind some opaque body that shall just hide the disk of the sun and keep off his dazzling rays from my eye, multitudes of little shining webs and glistening strings of a great length, and at such a height as (that one would think they were tacked to the sky by one end, were it not that they were moving and floating(Edward, 1714).”
While one might be tempted to argue that the author contrasted his point of view, it is easy to find pleasure when things are juxtaposed. It is also important to note how the author used the adjectival phrase to introduce a vision in the passage. By so doing, he let the concluding phrases drop gradually back into generalization as seen at the end. The use of “I” personalizes the essay hence keeping the reader suspended on the qualifying phrases. This serve the purpose of keeping the readers engaged all the way to the end of the essay. 
I really admire Edwards for his meticulous description of the way in which he investigated the spider’s method of darting out threads and sailing away. However, while researching about the essay, I came across a similar piece of work written by Lister in 1671. In his work, Lister (1671) asked the question “what is the reason spiders sail not in the air until autumn? (Roos, 2011).” By thoroughly analysing Edward’s essay, one could easily notice that he thoroughly tried to address Lister’s question by talking about how spiders flew to warmer places. This is also clear in the following passage where he talks about spider behaviours and his belief that a Divine purpose operated to maintain the balance of nature that eventually lofted them towards whichever direction they flew. 
“This, I believe, almost everybody, if not all, of my own country will call to mind that they have also seen. And as to other sorts of flying insects, such as butterflies, millers, moths, etc., I remember that, when I was a boy, I have at the same time of year lien on the ground upon my back and beheld abundance of them, all flying southeast, which I then thought were going to a warm country (Edwards, 1714).”
The point of the passage is to clearly show that the information Edwards provided in the essay was a teleological inference. The fact is that his explanation was a direct attempt to answer the question first voiced by Lister and this increases credibility of his work. 
Textual Criticism
The essay is often criticized for its precocity and originality. According to Wilson (2012), most scholars argue that Edward may have incorporated other people’s work into his own, for example, that of Lister’s and Bon’s earliest descriptions of spiders. They point out some similarities in imagery and descriptive elements which are nearly identical in order. One could easily refute such a criticism simply because by incorporating the elements in the essay, Edwards was trying to support previous inferences. Even so, there are dissimilarities in diction, phrasing, and interpretation that could not be ignored. 
While there might be some truth to the criticism, some thought must be prioritized in the categorical assumption. This will allow Edward’s essay to be treated as unique rather than just as a typical item.  The originality of his piece of work presents itself in the ways in which he approached the natural phenomenon he was trying to study, his attitudes towards nature, natural philosophy, and literature that together cloud full perception of a great his piece of work written in the seventeenth century. 
Conclusion
Edward’s essay is a descriptive one because it describes a “thing” per se an insect. The structure of the passages are in form of a narrative. The paragraphs contain details describing the insect, which the author uses to show the reader rather than tell how the insects move and create their webs. He used specific details to paint a picture of the message he was trying to convey to the readers. It is also charming as to how the author uses sensory details to describe the insect. He explain in detail how spiders feel when they are touched and relate the feeling with how the brain perceives a sensory signal. 
The essay has uniqueness of its kind. By just examining its diction, one could easily notice how the author made the decision to use the most appropriate words in the writing. Diction is used as an important element that helped the author establish persona. An important element of diction that the author seems to have considered most is the ladder of abstraction. You can easily notice that the words he uses to describe the insect and its scientific nature are concrete. He use words that help the reader perceive everything about it with the help of senses they can imagine about, see or even touch, for example “glistening strings of a great length”. The purpose of such a word choice was to ensure that there were no shades of grey in the essay that could probably confuse the reader. 
On the other hand, the author’s tone reveals the attitude he had towards his subject. He also expressed tone through the words and details he used to write the essay. The various elements of writing in the essay help the reader understand its purpose and meaning. 
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